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hearty and effectual co-operation of the Mah-
rattas, and with the friendship of the Nizam, our
operations against Tippoo were not made suc-
cessful without the greatest difficulty-, I am fearful
that, under the general change of circumstances
which I have mentioned, and which I believe to
be correct-, an attack upon him now is more likely
to end in discomfiture than victory.

"But let us descend to more particular consi-
derations. Although we have every reason to be
satisfied that Tippoo's army has been kept in a
state efficient and prepared to meet the events
which there might be reason to expect from the
general appearance of a convulsion throughout
India; yet in the same discussions on the subject
of the Manilla expedition, both Sir J. Shore and
Lord Hobart were of opinion that he was not
likely to hazard a rupture, without a very large
re-inforcement from the French. Whatever may
be the object of Tippoo's embassy to the Mau-
ritius, or whatever may be the event of it in
Europe, the late intelligence from the islands,
which leaves us no room to doubt that the military
have been sent to France, and the French marine
dispersed, satisfies me that no immediate co-ope-
ration can take place, and consequently that no
rupture is to be apprehended, but by our own
provocation.

" This argument I urge, in the perfect convic-
tion that, during this unprecedented contest in